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 To systematically review evidence from literature on the impact

Theme 3
T - ) Description of Studies Theme 1 Theme 2 o - -
of breast cancer (BC) on family life, parenting, and the mother P Mother-Child Relationship and Priorities and Concerns of Decision-Making About Sharing

child relationship. . : . . _ _ | _ . .
A total of 308 studies were identified. Parenting After Diagnosis Patients the Diagnosis

: * 61 studies were screened in full. _ o _ _
Materials and methods _ _ _ o . 8 studies found that some + 21 studies found that mother's prioritized  + 16 studies state that mother's made
_ . 43 stuqlles met the inclusion criteria, relationships strengthened; others their children's needs over their own denisiu_ns based on protecting children’s
e Study Design: including: experienced tension. treatment. well-being.

 This study is a systematic literature review that focuses on
the mother-child relationship in the context of breast cancer.

« 29 qualitative studies.

| L + 10 quantitative studies. * 13 studies reported that mothers . 18 studies reported mother's experienced  * 19 studies showed mothers chose to
* Inclusion Criteria: _ _ _ often hid emotions to protect guilt, sadness, and fears of being a "bad share the diagnosis to promote trust and
+ Studies that focused on the mother-child relationship in * 4 mixed —method studies (Figure 1). children and maintain routine. mother & reduce confusion.
families where the mother had breast cancer were included.
Only English-language studies were used, and the review 19 studies described feelinas of auilt _ _
covered research from the beginning until December 2024. Figure 1. Flowchart of literature search over reduced invuwerg'nent ° i + 17 studies described mother's being 11 studies showed that mothers avoided

parenting tasks worried about how to inform children and disclosure to prevent emotional distress.

* Exclusion Criteria: | _ the emotional impact on them.
« Studies were excluded if they focused only on father-child

relationships, on other types of cancer, on male Dbreast E ““3;:’:;‘5’.;“22::’;,’;:;”““ « 17 studies highlighted that support ) ;?;It::fr: E:’i'l";',:e: :ai;?,:ﬁ ":’""r'l';:igf
cancer, or if they didn’t study the mother-child relationship in £ (n = 308) Records excluded from family or community helped - 9 studies show that some mothers delayed persunality: and belieﬂh’ y oy ’
the context of breast cancer. i (n=92 balance roles. treatment to avoid disrupting family life. ' '
o 10 included only healthy
- Databases: particiants . L
. . H CENTRAL o 64 did not analyze the . _ » 15 studies noted that communication
OVId1 Embase1 and COC rane . " Records screened mother-child Te|at|nn5h|p or . H' StUdIES Shﬂw thﬂt thhEFS fﬂEI.IEEﬂ * 12 Stl.ll:“ES rEPDI't thﬂt I'I"'IﬂthEFE f‘EIt was uﬁen tailn,red t.u thE chlld's
g (n = 153) : — - . ) _ _
© Searen Termsioyworss Bt | st ™ ey coneton o, | Somermena ot oe e e
« Keywords included “Mother-child” OR “Parent-child” AND diseases or cancers P ' . received more details.
“Relation” OR “Relationship”, “Motherhood”, and o 17 were literature reviews or
“Parenting”. To narrow it down to breast cancer, terms like conference abstracts Conclusion
“Breast cancer”, “Breast neoplasm”, “Breast carcinoma”, u
“Carcinoma of breasts”, “Invasive ductal carcinoma”, o o
“Invasive lobular carcinoma”, and “Mammary carcinoma” . Full-text articles assessed il text articles excluded « Breast cancer significantly alters mothers' roles and priorities
were used £ for eligibility (n = 18)
) B (n=61) . . .. . . .
o « Disclosure of diagnhosis is a complex, personal decision shaped by emotional, cultural, and relational factors.
« Systematic Review Process:
* First, database searches were done using the keywords. - The mother-child relationship may improve or become strained, depending on the support systems and coping
Then title screening was done to remove unrelated studies. strategies.
After that, abstracts were reviewed based on the criteria. . 5‘“"“*5":;'::::;::‘“E""*'
Finally, full articles were checked in detail to decide which (n = 43) « There is a strong need for tailored psychosocial support for both mothers and children, especially in

ones to include in the review. communication and emotional coping.




