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CONCLUSIONS

RESULTS

• Guidelines from seven different cancer 

agencies were identified

• 7/7 agencies suggested the implementation 

of virtual care to replace physical 

appointments

• 5/7 agencies suggested delaying or reducing 

physical follow-up appointments

• 3/7 agencies suggested the implementation 

of a tiered prioritization system to help 

determine the clinical need of patients

• 1/7 agencies suggested shared follow-up 

care between specialists and GPs

• Instructions on how to implement virtual 

follow-up were poorly specified across 

guidelines, often emphasizing the judgement 

of individual physicians

• Systematic search of PubMed 

performed to identify relevant 

guidelines published on 

recommendations surrounding follow-

up cancer care during the COVID-19 

pandemic

• Separate search conducted on Google 

targeting guidelines published on 

websites of regional and international 

cancer agencies

• Recommendation and consistency 

between guidelines evaluated

• Existing suggestions were vague, with 

limited detail that could have varying 

interpretations by practising clinicians

• Real-world studies should be performed to 

evaluate how virtual follow-up was delivered 

in different healthcare settings to provide 

more robust evidence for its use in the future

• In response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, regional and international 

follow-up guidelines aimed at reducing 

the risk of COVID-19 were published

• This study aimed to identify 

weaknesses within existing guidelines 

and provide suggestions for potential 

future use
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Table: Summary of guidelines identified for the management of follow-up care during the 
COVID-19 pandemic
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