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§ Understand healthcare provider (HCP) perception of the burden of clinically significant hiccups (CSH) in cancer patients 
§ Identify unmet needs in the treatment of clinically significant hiccups 
§ CSH are defined as “hiccups persisting for longer than 48 hours or hiccups incident to a cancer or cancer treatment (including supportive care) that 

warrant a medical treatment or intervention, regardless of how long the hiccups persist.
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METHODS

N=90

Participant Areas of Focus # Participants
Participants Completing the Survey*

*Nurse Practitioners (NPs), Physician Assistants (PAs)

*Individual answers in increments of 10 percentage points

% of Patients with CSH

89 responses

Number of respondents 89 responses

90 responses
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§ 89% agreed hiccups can be a significant problem for some cancer patients 

§ 82% agreed that new treatment options are needed

§ Stress or anxiety (mean 68% of patients), fatigue (65%), and problems sleeping (61%) 

§ For patients with CSH and nausea/vomiting, CSH severity rated the same or greater 

by 78% of respondents

§ On average, HCPs utilized a prescription pharmaceutical 50% of the time for initial 

management of CSH

§ 89% of HCPs would utilize a safe, efficacious, and affordable new treatment

§ Fast onset of action and robust efficacy were ranked most important attributes of a 

new therapy

§ Better awareness of treatment safety/efficacy, impact on QOL, and risk factors
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Treatment

Unmet 
Needs

Burden

Health Care Providers (HCPs), Nurse Practitioners (NPs), Physician Assistants (PAs), clinically significant 
hiccups (CSH)

90 responses

Hiccups can be a significant problem for some cancer patients

For patients with clinically significant hiccups, new treatment options 
are needed 

I would utilize a new treatment for my patients with clinically 
significant hiccups (shown to be safe, efficacious, and affordable) 


